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IQ.  (U)  Post  strongly  supports  the  IFES  proposal  for  a 
two-year  project  to  expand  U.S.  support  for  the  electoral 
process  in  Cote  d,Ivoire. 

T_2 . (U)  IFES  has  done  excellent  work  in  the  first  phase  of 
this  project.  In  particular,  the  Prime  Minister, s Secretary 
General  wrote  to  us  that  the  roundtables  that  IFES  is 
organizing  with  all  the  electoral  process  stakeholders  are  an 
important  contribution  to  the  Prime  Minister, s efforts  to 
organize  the  elections.  He  expressed  the  Prime  Minister, s 
thanks  to  IFES  and  the  United  States  for  the  commitment  this 
shows  to  helping  Cote  d,Ivoire  emerge  from  its  crisis. 

113.  (C)  Indeed,  as  we  noted  in  reftel,  the  fact  that  Cote 
d,Ivoire  is  in  a political  deadlock  with  elections  seen  as 
the  exit  door  out  of  this  crisis  only  makes  it  all  the  more 
important  for  the  United  States  to  remain  engaged,  to  play  a 
catalytic  role  in  helping  the  Ivoirians  take  control  of  their 
future.  The  expanded  technical  support  that  IFES  proposes  to 
provide  to  Cote  d,Ivoire,s  electoral  institutions,  and  the 
civic  and  voter  education  campaign  that  it  proposes  to 
organize,  are  excellent  ways  to  put  our  words  of  support  into 
action,  and  increase  our  leverage  over  the  parties  here. 
Conversely,  to  end  our  support  for  the  electoral  process  now 
would  send  the  wrong  signal  that  we  are  losing  hope  and/or 
interest.  The  United  States  is  respected  by  all  sides  in  the 
crisis  here  as  a neutral  party,  and  we  believe  an  expansion 
of  the  support  we  are  providing  would  have  a multiplier 
effect  in  helping  to  bring  about  free  and  fair  elections  as 
soon  as  possible. 
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